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FUNERAL SERVICE: Example 2 
FOR ______________
CELEBRANT:

Friends, we have come together today to farewell our dear friend, _________. She/he is especially dear to the members of her/his family. Sorrow is human and understandable when we lose a loved one and yet _________ is undoubtedly relieved to be free of the body. So as well as feeling sad, we may also be feeling happy for her. 

I have a poem here by Rabindranath Tagore I’d like to share with you. Tagore was one of _________’s favourite poets. It could be _________ talking to us.

I have got my leave. Bid me farewell, my brothers! 
I bow to you all and take my departure. 

Here I give back the keys of my door 
---and I give up all claims to my house.
I only ask for last kind words from you.

We were neighbours for long,
but I received more than I could give.
Now the day has dawned
and the lamp that lit my dark corner is out.
A summons has come and I am ready for my journey.

_________ did not believe death to be the end, but rather simply an alteration in our state of consciousness. She/he was really convinced of that. She/he was a Theosophist and believed in an evolutionary impulse embedded in the universe, not just in the physical, intellectual, Darwinian sense, but in the spiritual sense. She/he believed that the mineral, plant, animal and human kingdoms are only forms or vehicles utilised by consciousness for its unfolding. The idea of evolution to perfection under a natural law of cause and effect gave a sense of direction to her/his life. Whether we share _________’s metaphysical beliefs or not, it is always interesting to look at someone’s life in terms of their philosophy and to see how this philosophy shaped their years and contributions to society.

Ms/Mr X is now going to say a few words to us about _________’s life.

EULOGY

CELEBRANT:
Amongst _________’s personal papers, there are some interesting quotes about death she/he had gathered together. We can presume that they struck _________ as significant since she/he kept them carefully. Some members of her/his family [and/or friends] are going to share them now.

**

The thought of death leaves me in perfect peace, for I have a firm conviction that our spirit is a being of indestructible nature; it works on from eternity to eternity; it is like the sun, which though it seems to set to our mortal eyes, does not really set, but shines on perpetually.

[Goethe]
**

Dying is our most practised accomplishment, since death is a recurrent episode in the evolutionary journey itself… Death provides a kind of continuity, the continuity of consciousness, which utilises forms appropriate to its expanding and growing awareness.

**

Survival? There are only two faces to existence – birth and death – and life survives them both.

**

The breaking of forms which we call death releases the consciousness within for the new adventure of building other forms for further growth.

[Joy Mills]

**

Awareness of the approach of death can be a beautiful thing, a frame into which we can put the work of art that is our life, our personal masterpiece.

[June Singer in article A Science of the Soul in the Quest Summer 1989]

**

Death is not the end of life, but its culmination. The difference is enormous. Death becomes the highest point of earthly life, because it leads to a closer approach to the divine.

[Catherine Roberts in Science, Animals and Evolution]

**

Life is not a brief candle. It is a splendid torch… to burn as brightly as possible… before handing it on… to future generations. 










[George Bernard Shaw]

CELEBRANT:

And now I’d like you to imagine (a family member/partner who has died) speaking to _________. Imagine him/her saying this:

Come, be with me

Let your mind float free

Across the space of our separation.
Let it join with mine

For an eternal moment.
Who are better joined?

Those who are together

Each thinking of other people in other places?

Or we

Who are in other places thinking of each other?

If there is nothing more than this

It is enough.
We have flown the heights

We have rested on the crest

We have seen the sights of wonder

The glorious days

The peaceful nights

We have touched and travelled

Deep into time

And far beyond the stars

For we have loved

And who can ask for more?

Whatever we are

We belong together

Wherever we are

[Leonard Nimoy]

Let us wish _________ and (a family member/partner who has died) Godspeed on their onward journey together.

After this service, you are all invited to share in refreshments and the fellowship of your friends.

Please stand for the singing of the song “O Master I have promised” in your order of service leaflet, and remain standing afterwards for the committal.

SONG

COMMITTAL

Let us then commit to the care of the highest our loved one, _________, who has laid aside this earthly garment. Where you are, _________, we too shall be. Take with you our love and our hopes for your perfect happiness. You are veiled from our physical sight, but spirit answers spirit across the deep, “Lo, I am with you always”. 

Pall bearers carry coffin to hearse, to recorded music.
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