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CREMATION SERVICE 
FOR ______________

Music 
CELEBRANT’S OPENING REMARKS:

At the request of our friend ____, and in accordance with a custom of the greatest antiquity, we bring this body that it may be quickly consumed and purified, thus rapidly freeing the various elements of the spiritual man from their entanglement with gross matter.

Earth, air, water, fire, are the four elements active in building up the material world. Of these, the purest, strongest and most spiritual is fire, by which the others are quickly consumed.

To fire, the visible emblem of Eternal Spirit, we commit this body. Out of the baptism of fire, which destroys the gross, raises the fine, to take part in other and higher labours than those which engaged it while on earth, or to recuperate from weariness after the battle we call life, that new strength may be gained for the next life.

INVOCATION TO THE FIRE:
Hail Fire, purest of the elements! Glorious emblem of that Spiritual Sun whence all proceeds, and to which all returns. We rejoice in the knowledge that soon the earthly shall be but a handful of ashes; while, freed from all bonds, our brother/sister shall enter the peace of rest.

As this fire returns to the earth, the water and the air, their original elements, so may the Spiritual Fire search through us, burning away all the impurities which we have accumulated during our pilgrimage through gross matter, and restoring to their original elements the sevenfold parts of the inner man. May the blazing Sun of Truth burn away all the errors of ignorance and illumine the dark corners, until we are enabled to know ourselves, and the universe of which we are the reflection. May the Sacred Fire, most glorious of all which has come forth from the Absolute, lift us from bondage to the lower self, and raise us to that Divine Flame, of which we are a Spark.

READING: 

O Thou Soul of the Universe, who changeth all things and dost not account it cruelty; Thou who pourest benedictions upon all and dost not account it charity;

Thou who art older than antiquity and dost not account it age; 

Thou who supportest the world, shaping and changing its many forms and dost not account it skill –
Thou alone art God!

– The Wisdom of Chuang-tzu (Chinese Scriptures)

ASPIRATION: 

Dust to dust, Earth to earth, Ashes to ashes, but the Spirit to the Absolute Spirit, of which it has always remained a part. As this body disintegrates, and the elements of which it was compounded return whence they came, so the Divinity within passes into the abode of peace and rest which is its true home, and which it quitted for but a brief space in order to gather amid the experiences of earth-life, materials for its further growth.

May we realise the consoling fact that what we call death is really birth, when the true Self, freed from all limitations enters its rightful sphere. Let us not by tears and lamentations hold near to the earth those who would rise to indescribable bliss. 
Seeing that to all comes the same end, and that all must pass through the gates of death, may we so live that those gates may lead us to the Place of Peace. May all shadows vanish from the Valley of Death, and may it become for us the pathway leading to Life Celestial and glowing with the glory of Eternal Day.

COMMITTAL FOR CREMATION:
Great and loving Divine Presence, in Thee we live and move and have our being. Thou art the habitation, the supreme receptacle, the immovable and ever-moving radiance within each form. In all things, Thou hast exquisite design. 
This day in love and reverence, we return to Thee the garment in which for a time abode a fragment of Thee encased in the soul of our brother/sister. We restore now to Thee this earthly temple, that it may be dissolved and returned to the earth of which it is a part.
May the myriads of faithful lives, that dwelt within this beautiful structure, find grateful deliverance through the touch of the purifying fire. The flame is but a symbol of Thy love through which the soul of our brother/sister has risen from the ashes of his/her earthly self.
We ask in Thy Name, Who art Three in One.

BENEDICTION: 
As we go hence, let us think of the Higher Self, and the Eternal Nature of our loved friend, ____, as entering upon that peace and rest which awaits every human being when freed from the bonds of matter. So may we return to our homes, knowing that the purifying fire has performed its office, and that all is well with him/her whom we love.

Grant unto him/her, O Lord, rest in the Eternal; and let Light Perpetual shine upon him/her.
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